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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BROWNHILLS 


The  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
1955 


A.  LOFTUS,  I..R.C.P..  L.R.C.S.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 


Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 
Brownhills. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  report  on  the 
health  of  Brownhills  Urban  District  for  the  year  1955. 

My  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  dates  only 
from  January,  1956,  following  the  death  of  Dr.  T.  S.  Paterson. 
Therefore  I shall  confine  my  introductory  remarks  to  a few 
points. 

The  mortality  rates  and  incidences  of  infectious  diseases 
occurring  during  the  year  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  Whilst 
the  notifications  received  during  the  year  for  measles,  whooping 
cough  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum  show  an  increase  on  Pie 
previous  year,  scarlet  fever  and  pneumonia  show  a decrease. 

The  absence  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  is  most  gratify- 
ing and,  if  this  happy  state  is  to  endure,  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  on  stressing  the  need  for  protective  immunisation. 

The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonarv 
tuberculosis  shows  a slight  reduction,  also  there  was  a marked 
reduction  in  the  number  of  new  notifications  received  during 
the  year,  particularly  in  respect  of  the  former. 

A large  portion  of  the  total  deaths  attributed  to  heart 
disease  and  cancer  occurred  in  members  of  the  older  age  group, 
where  such  diseases  are  most  prevalent. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the 
interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  this  department,  and 
to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  ever  willing  and  whole-hearted  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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A.  LOFTUS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA  AND  CENERAL  STATISTICS 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Brownhills  Urban  District  lies  in  the  south-east  of 
the  County  of  Staffordshire.  To  the  north-west  lies  Cannock,  to 
the  north-east  Lichfield,  with  Aldridge  and  Walsall  to  the  south. 

The  subsoil  is  chiefly  of  sand  and  gravel. 

Altitude  : 420  to  600  feet  above  sea  level. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  principal  industry  has  for  many  years  been  mining. 
The  erection  of  new  factories  is  a welcome  change  as  there 
are  many  advantages  of  spreading  labour  over  more  industries. 
Female  labour  can  also  be  employed  locally. 

AREA  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  6,307  acres.  The  rateable  value 
is  ^78,684.  The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  ^285 . 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  estimated  population 
is  21,590  (mid-year).  The  provisional  population  according 
to  the  1951  census  is  21,482,  which  shows  an  increase  of  3,114 
over  the  1931  census.  The  1951  census  shows  that  there  were 
10,759  males  and  10,723  females.  The  density  of  population 
is  3.4  per  acre. 

HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  houses  built  during  1955  : 

Bv  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Permanent  Houses  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  213 


BIRTHS,  1955 

Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

189 

■ • 134  • 

323 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 • 

8 

Total 

• • 331 

5 


Still  Births — 


Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  5 7 •••  12 

Illegitimate 

Total  ...  t 2 


The  number  of  live  births  gives  a birth  rate  of  15.33  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  The  area  comparabilitv  factor  for 
births  is  0.95  and  this  gives  a corrected  birth  rate  of  14.54. 

Still  births  numbered  12.  This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of 
0.55  per  thousand  of  the  population,  or  a still  birth  rate  of 
34.9  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still) . 


DEATHS,  1955 

Deaths  numbered  213.  128  males  and  85  females. 

This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  9.86  per  thousand  of 
the  population  and  a standard  rate  of  12.33  Per  thousand  (the 
area  comparabilitv  factor  is  1.24). 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  Nil. 
Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  Nil. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  5. 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  15.1. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  meafcfcrs.  of  age  ...  4. 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  12. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  deaths  recorded. 

The  number  and  causes  of  deaths  for  1955  are  shown  in 
the  following  tables  : — 
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DEATHS,  1955 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

3 



3 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 



— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 



1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

6 

12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

14 

32 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

7 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

2 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

27 

32 

59 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

1 

2 

Influenza  

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  

5 

2 

7 

Bronchitis  

10 

2 

12 

Other  diseases  of  repiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 



Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

5 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents  

6 

— 

6 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

1 

All  causes  

128 

85 

213 

The  death  rate  (per  thousand  of  the  population)  for 
Tuberculosis  is  o. ig,  for  Influenza  0.18  and  for  Pneumonia  0.32. 


DEATHS  — ACE  DISTRIBUTION 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20  20-30 

30-40 

40-50  50-6!)  60-70 

70  & 
Over 

Total 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

11  18  60 

1 I 

106 

213 

78%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years. 
22%  were  under  60  years. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Disease 

Under 

1 

month 

1—2 

2-3 

3—4 

4—5 

5—6 

6—9 

1 

S— 12  Total 

Ac.  Bronchiolitis 

1 

— 1 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 



— 1 1 

Haemorrhagic  Disease 

1 



— 



— 



— 1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 2 

Total  . . 5 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE 
LAST  TEN  YEARS 

(Rates  per  i,ooo  live  births) 


Year 

N umber 

Rate 

1946 

19 

41.9 

*947 

16 

30.8 

1— 1 
VO 
-£• 
00 

16 

40.7 

J949 

9 

21 .9 

I95° 

17 

43-7 

*95* 

9 

27.8 

J952 

10 

29.7 

J953 

1 2 

33-i 

*954 

11 

3°-4 

J955 

5 

*5-* 

8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough, 
(the  last  death  from  Whooping  Cough  was  in  1948). 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 
two  years  of  age.  (There  were  two  deaths  in  1947). 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  case  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  respect 
of  certain  infectious  diseases  are  as  follows  : — 


Meningococcal  Infection 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.03 

Whooping  Cough 

i-39 

Erysipelas 

0. 18 

Measles 

25-33 

Pneumonia 

0.32 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polio-encephalitis) 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.00 

TUBERCULOSIS 


’ 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS  IN  1955 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

Under  1 year 

1 to  5 years 

5 to  10  „ 

10  to  15 

15  to  20  ., 

20  to  30  „ 

30  to  40  „ 

40  (to  50  ,, 

50  to  60  „ 

60  to  70  „ 

70  and  over 

— 1 

1 — 

2 1 

1 — 

3 — 

2 1 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 II  1 1 1 1 II  1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

Totals  . . 

9 3 

1 1 

3 — 

— — 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  1952,  1953,  1954  and  1955  respectively: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1952  • 

..  71  .. 

• 74 

18  . 

..  27  ... 

190 

J953  • 

..  81  .. 

■ 87 

14  . 

..  23  ... 

205 

J954  • 

..  93  .. 

• 96 

*5  • 

..  24  ... 

228 

J955  • 

..  92  .. 

. 87 

17  ■ 

..  23  ... 

219 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

Mid  wives : 

Mrs.  E.  Booth,  143,  Brownhills  Road,  Norton  Canes. 
Mrs.  M.  Wright,  57,  Poplar  Avenue,  Brownhills. 

Mrs.  Taff,  241,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics : 

Brownhills,  Wednesdays  weekly,  9-30  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 
Shelfield,  Thursdays  weekly,  1-30  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 
Norton  Canes,  Mondays  weekly,  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : 

Brownhills,  Tuesdays  weekly,  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Walsall  Wood,  Wednesdays  weekly,  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 
Shelfield,  Mondays  weekly,  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Norton  Canes,  Mondays  weekly,  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  M.  Williamson,  82,  Pelsall  Lane,  Rushall. 

Miss  D.  R.  Wood,  “Byways”,  Highfields,  Chasetown. 
Mrs'.  F.  Webster,  118,  Cannock  Road,  Burntwood. 

Mrs.  N.  Phillips,  164,  Burntwood  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  is  carried 
out  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  by  private  practitioners. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics  are  held  at  Brownhills,  Shelfield, 
Walsall  Wood  and  Norton  Canes. 

Dental  Clinic:  Shelfield,  Monday  mornings. 

Ophthalmia  Clinics:  Shelfield,  Wednesday  afternoon. 
Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held  at  Lichfield,  Walsall  and 
Cannock. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic:  Shelfield. 
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OTHER  CLINICS: 

Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Lichfield  and  Walsall. 

Tuberculosis  After-care:  Nurse  E.  M.  Robinson,  15,  Sand- 
lord  Street,  Lichfield. 

Venereal  Diseases'  Clinic.  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall. 


HOSPITALS  : 


General  : . Walsall  General  and  Walsall  Manor  Hospitals. 


Maternity : There  is  one  private  maternity  home  situated 
in  the  area.  The  district  is  mostly  served  by  Lichfield  and 
Walsall  Maternity  Hospitals. 

X-Ray  facilities:  At  Hospitals  and  Mass  Radiography  Unit, 
Ambulance  Station,  Walsall. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Stafford  branch  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 


Home  Help  Service 
Home  Nursing 
Ambulance  Service 


All  these  services  are  under  the  direction 
of  the  Cannock  Area  Health  Committee. 


WELFARE  SERVICES: 

Part  hi,  Accommodation — Mr.  Mervyn  Evans,  Area  Wel- 
fare Officer,  High  Green,  Cannock. 

CHILDREN’S  ACT,  1948: 

Neglected  children  : Cannock  Area  Health  Committee. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 

Brownhills- 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  ON  THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1955. 

PART  I— INTRODUCTION. 

This  is  my  tenth  Annual  Report  and  the  year  now  under 
review,  from  a public  health  point  of  view,  is  probably  the  most 
important  of  the  ten.  Slum  Clearance  has  re-commenced,  it 
has  been  the  first  full  year  of  decontrolled  slaughtering,  new 
food  hygiene  regulations  have  been  promulgated,  and  a Clean 
Air  Bill  has  been  introduced.  We  have  been  given  new  and 
better  tools  with  which  to  tackle  the  job,  and,  although  one  can 
still  find  defects  in  the  picture,  there  are  ample  opportunities 
for  progress. 


PART  II— STAFF. 

Throughout  the  country  there  is  a shortage  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  This  is  all  the  more  regrettable  when  the  possibility 
of  attaining  new  standards,  particularly  in  housing  and  food 
handling,  is  dependent  on  available  man-hours  and  skill  rather 
than  lack  of  opportunity.  The  staff  at  Brownhills  is  up  to 
establishment  strength  (i.e.,  two  additional  inspectors),  and 
this  is  probably  due  to  their  local  attachments.  Replacement 
would  be  most  difficult  at  their  present  salary  because  of  the 
national  shortage  referred  to. 

Overtime  has  been  necessary  on  meat  inspection  and  Shops 
Act  (closing  hours  ) inspections. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  have  worked  well  and  con- 
scientiously, and  evidence  of  this  will  be  readily  gleaned  from 
this  report. 
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PART  III— WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  provide  the 
public  water  supply  to  the  District.  There  has  been  no  case 
of  shortage  and  the  quality  and  quantity  have  continued  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Sampling  of  the  public  supply  lias  been  carried  out  regu- 
larly. A total  of  176  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted 
for  examination  and  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  areas 
subject  to  mining  subsidence.  30  of  these  samples  gave  b.coli 
counts,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  contamination  by  faecal 
coli.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Water- 
works Company  for  their  attention.  These  results  indicate  the 
need  for  continued  vigilance  in  an  area  such  as  this. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  method  of  water  supply  : 

Houses  with  wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  with  stand  pipes  or  communal  taps  94 
Houses  with  a direct  supply  ...  ...  6,325 

Total  houses  ...  ...  ...  6,423 


The  following  is  a statement  on  the  water  supply  to  the 
Urban  District,  kindly  submitted  by  R.  A.  Robertson,  Esq., 
Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.  : — 

1 —  The  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  respect 
of  quality  and  quantity. 

2 —  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills  is 
afforded  from  pumping  stations  situated  outside  the 
boundary  of  the  Authority. 

All  the  waters  as  pumped  are  examined  at  regular 
intervals,  both  bacteriologicallv  and  chemically. 
Bacteriological  samples  are  also  examined  of  the  raw 
waters  where  treatment  is  practised. 

During  1955,  51  samples  were  examined  from  Sandhills 
Pumping  Station,  near  Brownhills,  all  of  which  were  free  from 
coliform  bacteria.  Routine  samples  were  examined  from  the 
Municipal  Buildings  at  Brownhills,  from  No.  1,  High  Street, 
Clayhanger,  and  from  the  Waterman’s  house  at  Norton  Canes. 
One  out  of  17  samples  from  Muncipal  Buildings,  Brownhills, 
and  one  out  of  18  from  Clayhanger  contained  non-faecal-coliform 
bacteria,  but  12  samples  from  Norton  Canes  were  all  free  from 
coliform  bacteria. 

The  supply  to  the  Norton  Canes  district  was  examined 
regularly  and  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year,  as  the 
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mains  arc  affected  by  mining.  A total  of  1,517  samples  were 
examined,  97-3%  being  free  from  eoliform  bacteria  and 
9S.4  / free  from  Baet.  coli. 

The  supply  to  Coppice  Road,  Walsall  Wood,  was  also 
examined  at  frequent  intervals.  In  all,  216  samples  were 
examined,  of  which  86.6%  were  free  from  eoliform  bacteria,  and 
97. 2 / free  from  Baet.  coli. 


The  average  chemical  results  for  1955  of  the  tap  samples 
from  Waterman,  Norton  Canes,  and  Municipal  Buildings, 
Brownhills,  were  : — 

Norton  Canes  Brownliills 


PH  

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

Chlorides  (Cl ) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  ( Mn ) 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  and  Pb) 
Free  Cl 


• • 

7.7 

81.00 

parts 

per  million 

7.4 

120.00 

14.8 

II 

tf  ft 

26.7 

Trace 

tt 

tt  tt 

Trace 

Trace 

II 

tt  tt 

Trace 

3.2 

It 

tt  tt 

7.4 

C) 

.12 

ft 

tt  it 

.12 

76.00 

ft 

it  tt 

114.00 

47.00 

ft 

tt  tt 

116.00 

123.00 

It 

230.00 

.02 

tt 

tt  tt 

.02 

Nil 

tt  tt 

Nil 

Nil 

tt 

it  tt 

Nil 

Nil 

ft 

tt  it 

Nil 

.09 

ft 

tt  tt 

Nil 

3. — The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead 
being  found  in  any  of  the  samples  examined. 


4. — Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at 
the  pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special 
apparatus  and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of  contamination. 
Chlorination  on  site  is  practised,  following  burst  mains,  etc., 
laying  of  new  mains,  and  emptying  of  reservoirs.  New  mains, 
etc.,  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been 
examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 


5. — Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  : — 


(a)  direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  6,325 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  ...  ...  94 


6,419 


The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.75  persons 
per  house. 


PART  IV— SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Where  the  public  sewer  is  available,  houses  are  served  by 
water  closets  unless  the  houses  are  scheduled  for  early  demoli- 
tion. In  the  last  ten  years  450  conversions  to  the  water  carriage 
system  have  been  made.  The  provision  of  a public  sewer  to 
isolated  farm  houses  or  to  isolated  cottages  is  not  a practical 
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proposition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  owners  of  such  properties 
will  install  water  closets  with  appropriate  drainage  systems,  so 
as  to  bring  such  houses  up  to  a modern  standard  of  fitness.* 


TABLE  I— SEWER  AVAILABLE 


Pails 

Privies 

District 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

Total 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

Total 

Norton  Canes  (including 

Little  Wyrley) 

— . 

15 

15 

— 

9 

9 

Brownhills  West 

— 

~ 

Walsall  Wood 

— 

— 

~ 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills  

— 

9 

9 

2 

2 

Totals 

— 

24 

24 

11 

11 

TABLE  II— SEWER  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Norton  Canes  ( including 

Little  Wyrley) 

40 

25 

Brownhills  West 

10 

3 

Walsall  Wood 

12 

7 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

3 

1 

Brownhills  

7 

3 

Totals 

72 

39 

ie 


part  v— sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 


(1)  Brownhills,  Brownhills  West,  Walsall  Wood,  and  Clay- 
hanger  are  sewered  to  the  Green  Lane  Works,  Walsall  Wood. 
Improvements  continue  to  be  made  to  these  works  and.  to  the 
trunk  sewers.  Some  of  the  work  is  necessitated  by  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  sewage,  but  the  major  portion  of  the  altera- 
tions are  required  because  of  damage  by  mining  subsidence. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  sewerage  system,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  areas  affected  by  mining  subsidence,  is  an  urgent  necessity. 
The  plan  under  preparation  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
envisages  the  provision  of  new  main  sewers,  which  will  remove 
the  present  potential  danger  to  health  caused  by  the  various 
and  frequent  overflows  and  seepages  of  sewage  at  several  points 
on  the  existing  system. 

30  samples  of  the  sewage  effluent  and  of  the  Fordbrook 
(which  receives  the  effluent)  have  been  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  dilution  of  the  sewage  effluent  by  the  water  in 
the  brook  is  small,  as  the  brook  course  carries  only  a relatively 
small  volume  of  water.  A good  standard  of  effluent  is  therefore 
essential. 

(2)  The  village  of  Norton  Canes  has  its  own  sewerage 
system  and  disposal  works  of  recent  construction.  Of  the  160 
houses  not  on  the  water  carriage  system,  108  are  in  the  Norton 
Canes  ward. 

(3)  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes,  a small  section  of 
Watling  Street,  and  the  whole  of  Shelfield,  are  sewered  to 
systems  operated  by  adjoining  authorities. 

(4)  The  scheme  for  providing  a sewer  and  pumping  station 
for  the  59  houses  at  Sandhills  is  now  materialising. 

PART  VI— REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  Any  complaints  we  receive  as  to 
accumulations  of  refuse  are  referred  to  the  appropriate  officer 
and  arc  speedily  dealt  with. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping.  Nothing  less  than  controlled  tipping 
is  acceptable  from  a public  health  point  of  view  and  it  is  hoped 
that  recent  improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  tips  will  be 
continued.  The  Council  may  have  to  budget  for  an  increase  in 
expenditure  in  this  direction. 

A total  of  803  houses  have  been  supplied  with  new  dustbins 
during  the  financial  year. 
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PART  VII. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Total  visits  

Complaints  received  

Houses  Inspected — Public  Health  Act,  repaii 
— Housing  Act 
— Overcrowding 
— Verminous  or  Dirty 
—Improvement  Grants 
— Subsidence  Damage 
— Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Caravans 
Butchers’  Shops 
Fish  Fryers 
Food  Premises 
Food  Inspections 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Bakehouses 
Shops 

Slaughterhouses 
Dustbins 
Refuse  Tips 
Water  Closets 


Pails 

Privies 

Cesspools 

Drains — new  and/or  tested 

— existing  and/or  defective 
— cleansed 

Rodent  Control  

Atmospheric  Pollution 
Petroleum  Storage 

Factories  

Water  Supply  

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries 
Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 

Miscellaneous  

Samples — water,  bacteriological 
— water,  chemical 
— trade  effluent 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  brought  forward  from  1954 
Informal  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Informal  Notices  carried  forward  to  1956 


6.158 

364 

2,323 

261 

66 

23 

61 

91 

51 

136 

130 

115 

160 

591 

1 

29 
410 

26 

208 

19 

118 

37 
40 
62 
34 
93 
70 

191 

21 

31 

132 

16 

19 

38 
345 
176 

30 
4 


65 

127 

125 

67 


STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

TABLE  III 


Brought  Served  Complied  Carried 

forward 

with 

forward 

from  1954 

to  1956 

Section 

39. 

Public 

Health 

Act/1936  .. 

1 

4 

4 

1 

Section 

45, 

Public 

Health 

Act/1936  .. 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Section 

47, 

Public 

Health 

Act/1936  .. 

9 

6 

12 

3 

Sections 

92, 

93,  Public  Health  Act/1936 

21 

36 

34 

23 

Totals 

31 

50 

63 

28 

In 

18 

cases 

the  Council  authorised  the 

institution 

of  Court 

proceeding’s,  but  in  each  case  the  work  was  completed  before 
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complaint  was  made.  Some  delay  occurs  in  the  carrying  out 
of  repairs  when  the  owner  makes  a claim  on  the  National  Coal 
Board  in  respect  of  subsidence  damage. 

PART  VIII— HOUSING. 

The  Council  have  increased  the  tempo  of  their  programme 
for  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses.  The  term  “slum  clearance 
is  a misnomer,  for  it  conjures  up  a picture  which  is  not  true  of 
a lot  of  the  areas  which  are  being-  dealt  with  by  demolition. 
Nevertheless,  the  houses  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  are  the  same 
dwellings  whatever  name  be  given  to  the  procedure  of  procuring 
their  removal. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  r 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  No.  4 

Comprised  Clearance  Areas  No.  3 2 houses. 

No.  4 — 2 houses. 

No.  5 — 5 houses. 

No.  6 — 6 houses. 

and  certain  areas  of  land  adjoining  the  clearance  areas. 
Notice  of  confirmation  of  the  Order  was  received  and 
re-housing  commenced. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  No.  7 

Comprised  Clearance  Areas  Nos.  7 and  8,  and  covering 
17  houses. 

Notice  of  confirmation  of  thef  Order  was  received  and  re- 


housing commenced. 

Clearance  Areas  were  declared  as  follows : — 

Clearance  Area 

No.  9 — 29-41  and  41a,  Pier  Street,  Brownhills  8 houses 
No.  10 — 4-44,  Ogley  Road,  Brownhills  ...  21  houses 

No.  11 — 83-87,  Walsall  Road,  Walsall  Wood  3 houses 

No.  12 — 106-114,  Lindon  Road,  Brownhills  ...  5 houses 

No.  13 — 43,  45,  46,  47  and  49,  School  Road, 

Norton  Canes  ...  ...  5 houses 

No.  of  houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  houses  in  declared  Clearance  Areas 

(not  yet  confirmed)  ...  42 

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  ...  12 

No.  of  persons  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  ...  44 

No.  of  individual  unfit  houses  reported  under 

Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  38 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  (Section  n)  ...  31 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10,  Local 

Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953  3 

No.  of  individual  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  individual  unfit  houses  22 

No.  of  persons  re-housed  from  individual  unfit  houses  95 

Total  families  re-housed  from  unfit  houses  ...  ...  34 

Total  persons  re-housed  from  unfit  houses  ...  ...  139 
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Improvement  Grants 

26  applications  for  grants  were  received.  Three  applications 
were  withdrawn,  2 refused  and  the  remaining  21  approved. 
The  total  cost  of  improvements  amounted  to  ^5,440  giving 
an  average  cost  of  ^259  per  house. 

The  amount  in  total  of  grant  in  each  case  is  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  approved  expense  making  a total  contribution  of  ^2,720. 

Applications  are  received  in  the  Health  Department  and 
investigated  to  ensure  that  (a)  the  house  will  be  fit,  and  (b) 
in  a good  state  of  repair.  The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  values 
the  work  to  be  done  and  the  application  is  then  submitted  to 
the  Health  Committee  for  decision. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

22  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
and  approved.  None  was  refused. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Mr.  C.  R.  Closs,  F.I.Hsg.,  Housing  Manager,  has  supplied 
the  following  information  in  respect  of  Council  Houses  as  at 
31st  December,  1955  : — 

Prior  to  the  late 


war  : — 

Act  under 

Bungalows 

which 

Bedrooms 

Old 

constructed 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Prefabs. 

Persons 

Flats 

Total 

1919 

— 

25° 

— 

— 

— 

— 

250 

1923 

— 

r54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*54 

x924 

92 

x58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25° 

1925 

102 

344 

30 

— 

6 

— 

482 

1930 

44 

56 

30 

— 

— 

— 

130 

Totals 

238 

962 

60 

6 

— 

1,266 

Post  War  : — 

1946 

— 

1 

— 

5° 

— 

— 

51 

*947 

4 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

1948 

4 

53 

— 

80 

— 

— 

137 

*949 

2 

39 

— 

x3 

8 

— 

62 

r95° 

— 

57 

I 

— 

— 

— 

58 

1951 

8 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

x952 

6 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

1953 

10 

86 

I 

— 

— 

— 

97 

1954 

18 

1 1 1 

I 

— 

— 

8 

130 

1955 

3° 

x75 

— 

— 

— 

213 

Totals 

82 

664 

3 

x43 

8 

8 

908 
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PART  IX  — FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  continued  high  rate  of  food  poisoning  cases  which 
■occurs  throughout  the  country  indicates  the  amount  of  work 
still  to  be  done  in  this  field  of  operations.  It  must  be  realised 
that  these  cases  occur  because  of  negligence  or  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  the  people  handling  food. 

Ignorance  is  no  defence  and,,  just  as  negligence  whilst 
driving  a motor  car  on  the  public  highway  can  have  disastrous 
results,  so  negligence  on  the  part  of  food  handlers  can  be  none 
the  less  dangerous.  Clean  food  is  produced  by  clean  persons 
with  clean  habits  working  in  clean  premises.  The  facilities  for 
attaining  these  ends  must  be  available  and  it  must  be  under- 
stood that  cleanliness  in  this  context  includes  bacterially  safe. 

Talks,  illustrated  by  film  strips,  have  been  given  to  various 
organisations  and  to  some  of  the  schools.  Visits  are  made  to 
the  various  food  premises  and  every  opportunity  is  taken  to 
inculcate  the  ideas  of  food  hygiene. 

j o 

The  new  regulations  give  grounds  for  hoping  that  the 
year  ahead  will  witness  more  positive  steps  in  achieving  the 
higher  standards  desired.  It  is  probable  that  many  shop-keepers 
have  not  yet  realised  the  scope  of  the  regulations  or  the  fact 
that  their  implementation  will  involve  a certain  amount  of 
expenditure. 

Ice  Cream 

One  business  is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  a hot 
mix  ice  cream.  The  premises  have  been  maintained  in  a satis- 
factory condition  and  the  samples  submitted  for  examination 
have  attained  the  required  standard. 

88  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  in 
«ach  case  the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed.  Suitable  refrigerators 
are  employed.  The  sample  results  were  satisfactory. 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  foods,  etc. 

A review  of  the  premises  registered  for  these  purposes 
is  to  be  undertaken  under  the  new  Regulations.  12  premises 
attached  to  butchers’  shops  are  registerd  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  and  cooked  meats,  and  21  premises  are  registered 
as  fish  fryers. 

Meat  Inspection 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  and  the  following 
table  summarises  the  number  slaughtered  and  the  percentage 
of  animals  found  to  be  diseased  : — 
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table  iv. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Goats 
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CM 
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Weight  of  meat  condemned : — 

Tuberculosis  Other  than  T.B. 

Carcase  meat  12  cvvts.  1 qr.  18  lbs.  3 cwts.  3 qrs.  gjlbs. 
OlTal  1 ton  o cwts.  1 qr.  21  lbs  4 cwts.  3 qrs.  7 lbs. 

Total  weight  2 tons  1 cwt.  2 qrs.  27I  lbs. 

When  examining  carcases  for  cysticercosis,  incisions  are 
made  into  the  heart,  diaphragm,  base  of  the  tongue  and  cheek 
muscles. 


Other  Food  Inspected 


The  following  items  of  food 

436  tins  of  Tomatoes 
13  tins  of  Corned  Beef 
1 tin  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

1 tin  of  Evaporated  Milk 

2 tins  of  Ox  Tongue 
1 tin  of  Liver 

1 tin  of  Applfes 

Total 


have  been  surrendered  : — 

6 cwts  14£  lbs. 

41i  lbs. 

7 ozs. 

1 lb.  8 ozs. 
12  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

1 lb.  11  ozs. 


6 cwts.  2 qrs.  25  lbs.  6 ozs. 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  has  supplied  the  following  details 
of  samples  taken  by  his  Department: — 


Samples  taken  during  the  year  1955 


MILK— 

Milk,  Pasteurised  25 

Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 5 

Milk,  Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested 11 

Milk,  Pasteurised  Channel  Islands  3 

Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Islands  3 

Milk,  Sterilised  22 

Total  . . 69 


Number  of  Samples  taken  69 

Number  of  Samples  Genuine  69 
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GENERAL  FOODS— 

Number  of  Samples  taken  81 

Number  of  Samples  Genuine  79 

Number  of  Samples  below  standard  2 


Classification — 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 
Butter 

Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Corned  Beef 
Currants 

Damsons  in  Syrup 
Danish  Blue  Cheese 
Demarara  Sugar 
Fish  Cakes 

Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk 

Green  Beans 

Ground  Nutmeg 

Gravy  Browning 

Ice  Cream 

Jam,  Apricot 

Jam,  Black  Cherry 

Jam,  Strawberry 

Jelly,  Raspberry 

Lard 

Loganberries  in  Syrup 
Margarine 

Margarine  with  Butter 
Mixed  Spice 
Mixed  Herbs 


Orange  Drink 
Orange  Juice 
Raisins 
Rice 

Sausages,  Pork 
Sausages,  Pork  and  Beef 
Sausages,  Beef 
Sweetened  Madelaine  Mix 
Sugar 

Sugar,  Brown 
Semolina 
Salmon  Spread 
Soup  and  Broth  Mix 
Seed  Pearl  Tapioca 
Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 
Strawberry  Trifle  Pack 
Tea 

Tomato  Ketchup 

Vinegar 

Whisky 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 
Pickled  Onions 
Peeled  Shrimps 


Details  of  Samples  below  Standard 

1.  Ice  Cream,  was  8.o’%  deficient  in  Non-fatty  Milk  Solids- 

(Cautioned) 

2.  Pork  Sausage,  was  6.  i'%  deficient  of  meat. 

(Cautioned) 


Milk  Supplies 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  2 
Order,  1954,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1954.  This 
means  that  all  milk  sold  in  this  area  is  sold  under  a special 
designation  and  is  sold  in  bottles. 

The  County  Council  sample  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


24 


PART  X — ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Beaver  Report  has  pin  pointed  the  problems  connected 
with  atmospheric  pollution  and  made  recommendations  on  pos- 
sible remedial  action.  Many  of  us  have  Seen  converted  to  the 
need  for  a clean  air  policy  and  now  we  welcome  the  support 
of  the  press  and  members  of  the  general  public.  The  Clean  Air 
Bill  will  give  local  authorities  additional  powers  when  it  reaches 
the  statute  book  and  these  will  be  implemented  if  the  people, 
their  elected  representatives  and  the  officials  concerned,  each 
in  their  respective  spheres  exercise  their  right  to  call  for  action. 

This  Authority  has  shown  a keen  interest  in  the  problems 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  witness  for  example  the  three  measure- 
ment stations.  It  appears  that  more  positive  action  will  soon 
be  possible  and  I look  foward  to  the  continued  support  of  the 
Council  in  attaining  a cleaner  air. 

Tables  V and  VI  show  the  records  from  the  three  measure- 
ment stations.  Sheffield  again  has  the  heaviest  soot  deposit 
(probably  due  to  it  being  the  nearest  part  of  the  district  to 
the  Black  Country),  with  a reading  of  12.95  tons  per  month 
per  square  mile. 


TABLE  V. 

DEPOSIT  CAUCES  — RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  month 


Month 

Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Sheffield 

January 

* 

IO-97 

* 

February 

10.59 

8-34 

3-56 

March 

16.66 

1 1.24 

27-52 

April 

9-47 

10.77 

10.60 

May 

i4-5° 

1 1-3° 

13.40 

June 

* 

-1. 

'i' 

July 

1 2.66 

6.50 

13-83 

August 

11. 31 

1 1 .87 

1 2.96 

September 

1 2.00 

10.00 

7-5° 

October 

9.70 

1 2-37 

13-42 

November 

8. 10 

7.00 

9-5° 

December 

13.00 

9.70 

T7-3° 

Totals 

1 17.99 
(10  months) 

1 10.06 
( 1 1 months) 

I29-59 
(10  months) 

Monthly  Average  11 .79 

10.00 

i2-95 

* — No  reading  available. 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1955 


SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Seasonal  Average  for  whole  of  District  Tons/sq.  Mile  per  month 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1955 
DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Tons  per  square  mile  per  month 


O 2-  4-  lo  $ 10  11  14-  ><0  20  22 
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TABLE  VI. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  C AU  C ES—  R ECO  R D OF  SULPHUR 

POLLUTION 


Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrams 
per  ioo  square  centimetres  per  day. 


Month 

Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Shelfield 

January 

2-33 

4-55 

2.82 

February 

2-43 

2.84 

3.86 

March 

1.90 

2.40 

1.90 

April 

1 . 10 

1.50 

2.30 

May 

1 .80 

2.60 

3-9° 

June 

1. 10 

1 . 10 

1 .70 

July 

0.70 

1 . 10 

0.80 

August 

0.90 

1.20 

0.90 

September 

1.20 

i-5° 

1. 10 

October 

1. 00 

2.60 

1.50 

November 

1 .80 

2.90 

2.10 

December 

1.50 

3-3° 

2.70 

Totals 

17.76 

27-59 

25-58 

Monthly  Average 

00 

hH 

2.30 

2.13 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1955  (Sulphur  Dioxide) 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Grams  SO3  100  sq.  cms. /Day. 


re&Rupp.v 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

TUNS. 

TUi-V 

Ao&os-r 

stf’re.twjg. 

ocroge* 

bfce-HBCA1 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1955  (Sulphur  Dioxide), 
DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Grams/S03  100  sq.  cms. /Day. 

o I 2.  3 
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Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Council  has  been  delegated  Shops  Act  Authority  under 
an  agreement  with  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  All  shops 
have  been  circularised  with  a summary  of  the  Act.  Many  visits 
have  been  made  in  an  effort  to  explain  the  law  but,  of  course, 
there  arc  difficulties  encountered  in  enforcement  of  closing  hours, 
particularly  where  the  few  wish  to  trade  outside  the  legal  hours. 
A few  warnings  have  been  given,  but  it  seems  apparent  that 
•court  proceedings  will  be  necessary  in  one  or  two  instances. 

Factories. 

New  factories  arc  being  built  on  the  Council’s  industrial 
sites  and  in  a few  other  zoned  areas.  By  co-operation  with  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  the  plans  are  seen  before  approval, 
proposals  for  heating  are  discussed,  and  the  processes  studied 
to  ensure  that  the  possibility  of  nuisance  in  the  future  i9 

minimised. 

Inspections  of  factories  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 

(1)  (a)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i,  2,  3,  4,  and  6, 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  (a)  Factories  not  included  in  (x)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  49 

(b)  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  I22 

(c)  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  2 

Remedied  ...  ... 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  provides  a free  service  for  private  dwellings 
Sewers,  sewage  works,  and  refuse  tips  are  treated  at  regular 
intervals.  & 

Treatments  have  been  carried  out  as  follows  : 


T , . Rats  Mice  Total 

Local  Authority’s  Property  ...  3*  , 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  -g 

Business  Premises  - . ^ 

a t y 

Total  ...  87 

Consists  of  ti  eatment  of  two  refuse  tips  and  one  sewage 
works.  There  was  also  a sewer  treatment  carried  out. 
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Mortuary. 

A part-time  attendant  looks  after  the  mortuary.  58  bodies 
have  been  received  into  the  mortuary  during  the  year. 

The  premises  and  equipment  have  been  well  maintained. 


CONCLUSION 

May  I again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their 
support  and  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Department,  and  to 
thank  the  Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  willing 
co-operation  in  matters  of  mutual  interest. 


Yours  obediently, 


JOHN  WILSON, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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